ASHBOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashbourne  Urban  District  Council. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 

The  following  are  the  general  particulars  concerning  the  District  bearing  on  the  Annual  Report. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  1,070  acres,  land  and  water  included,  and  the  number  of 
Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  1937  was  1,459  of  which  15  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise.  None  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £28,438,  and  the  sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  is  £1 10. 

The  Hospitals  used  by  the  District  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  medical  and  surgical 
cases  are  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Stone  House,  Ashbourne,  the  Ashbourne  Victoria 
Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary,  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Derby,  and 
the  Women’s  Hospital,  Derby.  Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  at  Belper  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
cases  for  admission  are  sent  for  very  promptly  ; there  is  also  accommodation  for  certain  kinds  of 
infectious  disease  at  the  Stone  House  Infirmary,  Ashbourne.  This  Infirmary  has  also  a Shelter 
with  two  beds,  in  the  grounds  of  the  Institution,  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  advanced  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  unsuitable  for  ordinary  Sanatorium  treatment.  Other  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are 
admitted  to  the  County  Sanatoria,  in  which  Institutions  all  cases  from  the  District  spend  some  part 
of  their  period  of  treatment. 

Clinics  arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Department  are  held  for  minor  ailments  at  Stone 
House,  Ashbourne,  every  Saturday  morning,  and  for  Dental  Cases  on  the  first  Monday  of  every 
month  and  every  Tuesday  in  addition.  These  Clinics  are  also  held  at  Stone  House.  An  Ante-natal 
Clinic  is  held  every  Saturday  from  10  to  12  at  the  Maternity  Home,  Ashbourne.  There  are 
Tuberculosis  Clinics  twice  a month,  and  an  Ear,  Throat  and  Nose  Clinic  on  the  third  Friday  in 
alternate  months,  both  at  Stone  House,  Ashbourne.  There  is  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  the  County 
Offices,  Derby,  every  Tuesday,  and  a Mental  Clinic  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  in  each 
month  at  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary.  Infant  Welfare  meetings  held  at  St.  John’s  Hall,  Ash- 
bourne, every  Wednesday  afternoon,  continue  to  be  well  attended  by  mothers  and  infants. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  remains  much  as  before  ; Messrs.  R. 
Cooper  & Co.  (Ashbourne),  Ltd.,  continue  to  employ  a large  number  of  hands  in  the  manufacture 
of  corsets  and  knitted  garments,  and  the  manufactories  for  the  conversion  of  milk  into  manufactured 
products,  of  Messrs.  Nestle,  find  employment  for  a large  number  of  persons  both  within  and  out- 
side the  Factory. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimated  Population  of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1937  is  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  as  4,807,  an  increase  of  28  on  the  estimate  for  the  year  1936. 

The  number  of  Births  in  1937  was  93,  of  which  50  were  males  and  43  females.  These  figures 
include  four  illegitimate  births,  two  males  and  two  females.  There  were  two  still  births,  one  male 
and  one  female.  The  number  of  births  in  1937  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  preceding  year  when  there 
were  74,  which  was  six  fewer  than  in  1935,  so  that  there  is  at  present  no  definite  and  consistent  rise 
in  the  number  of  births  in  the  District. 

The  Birth-Rate  for  the  year  1937  is  19  34,  as  compared  with  15  48  in  1936  and  16'87  in  1935. 
The  birth-rate  for  your  District  reached  its  lowest  point,  viz.,  12T5,  in  1932.  The  birth-rate  for  the 
whole  country  for  1937  is  1 4*9,  so  that  the  rate  for  your  District  is  largely  in  excess  of  that  of  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
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The  number  of  Deaths  in  1937  was  64,  equally  divided  between  males  and  females.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  1936  was  49,  56  in  1935  and  51  in  1934,  so  that  the  number  of  deaths  for  the 
past  year  is  in  excess  of  that  for  any  recent  year.  On  looking  through  the  returns  it  would  appear 
that  the  additional  deaths  were  due  to  extra  mortality  among  old  persons  : half  of  the  deaths  were 
those  of  persons  over  70  years  of  age,  viz.,  21  between  70  and  79,  9 between  80  and  89,  and  one 
over  90. 

The  Death-Rate  for  the  year  is  1 3*31 , as  compared  with  10  25  for  the  previous  year.  The  death- 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1937  is  12  4.  This  is  the  first  year  in  recent  times  that 
the  death-rate  of  your  District  has  exceeded  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country.  Heart  Disease  is,  as 
usual,  the  commonest  cause  of  death,  accounting  for  12  cases,  with  old  age  second  with  11  deaths, 
and  cerebral  haemorrhage  next  with  eight  deaths. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  three  more  deaths  than  in  1936,  and  there  were  three  deaths 
due  to  other  diseases  of  the  circulation.  The  death-rate  for  Heart  Disease  is  2‘4,  as  compared  with 
19  in  both  1936  and  1935. 

Cancer  caused  only  four  deaths  in  1937,  two  males  and  two  females,  representing  a death- 
rate  of  '85.  In  1936  there  were  eight  deaths,  with  a death-rate  of  1’69. 

Respiratory  Diseases  caused  four  deaths  in  1937,  two  males  and  two  females.  Two  of  the 
cases  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  two  to  bronchitis.  The  death-rate  of  pneumonia  is  ‘42.  It  was 
•85  in  1936. 

Tuberculosis  accounted  for  three  deaths  in  1937,  one  male  and  two  females,  all  cases  of 
lung  infection.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1936,  but  three  in  1935. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — There  were  no  deaths  due  to  this  group  of  diseases  but  there  were  four 
cases  of  influenza,  three  more  than  in  1936. 

Senility.  — Eleven  deaths  are  recorded  as  due  to  old  age,  four  more  than  in  1936. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  still  keeps  fairly  constant  each  year.  There 
were  19  notifications  in  1937,  16  in  1936  and  17  in  1935.  In  spite  of  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever 
around  us  there  have  been  no  more  cases  in  your  District  than  in  the  two  previous  years  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  comparative  table  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 


1937  1936  1935 

7 6 7 

0 0 2 

2 2 2 

6 4 1 

4 2 1 

0 2 4 


Opthalmia  Neonatorum  is  now  notified  direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  The  freedom 
of  the  district  from  cases  of  Diphtheria  since  the  drastic  and  expensive  measures  taken  to  stamp  it 
out  many  years  ago  is  very  gratifying,  and  well  justifies  the  large  expense  to  which  the  sanitary 
authority  were  put  at  that  time. 

The  following  Infectious  cases  in  1937  were  treated  in  hospital  : — Five  of  scarlet  fever,  six  of 
pneumonia,  and  all  the  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  opthalmia  neonatorum. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  there  have  been  fewer  epidemics  during  1937  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  head  teachers  of  the  elementary  schools  reported  only  four  cases  of  chicken 
pox  as  compared  with  76  in  1936,  one  case  of  measles  instead  of  117  as  in  1936,  and  six  cases  of 
mumps,  compared  with  110  in  1936.  The  chief  epidemic  was  a mild  one  of  whooping  cough  in 
June  and  July,  when  27  cases  were  notified  from  the  school,  more  than  double  the  number  of  noti- 
fications of  this  disease  received  in  1936. 

Tuberculosis. — Three  cases  of  phthisis  were  notified  during  the  year  but  no  case  of  tubercu- 
losis of  other  organs.  The  three  patients  were  all  females,  aged  respectively  35,  21  and  a year  and 
four  months. 


. 


• ' 

‘ 


" 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  whole  of  the  new  area  in  the  Derby  Road  District  has  been  supplied  with  water  during 
the  year,  the  total  length  of  mains  being  2,700  lineal  yards  of  three  and  four  inch  pipes. 

The  whole  of  this  area  is  supplied  by  an  automatic  electrically  operated  booster  pumping 
plant,  situated  on  the  site  of  the  reservoirs  in  Derby  Road.  The  booster  plant  is  fed  with  water 
from  the  reservoirs,  and  supplies  the  district  at  an  average  pressure  of  401bs.  to  the  square  inch. 
The  plant  is  in  duplicate,  thus  ensuring  a constant  supply.  It  has  worked  very  efficiently  during 
the  year,  and  provides  for  further  development  when  required. 

Windmill  Lane  area  is  also  supplied  by  means  of  the  same  type  of  plant,  the  water  being 
picked  up  in  the  mains  and  boosted  to  the  required  pressure. 

The  whole  of  the  supply  of  water  is  softened  from  28  to  10  parts  per  100,000  gallons  by  the 
Base  Exchange  process.  The  supply  is  from  the  same  source  as  in  previous  years,  and  no  addition 
or  extensions  have  been  necessary.  The  yield  has  been  constant  during  the  period. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  was  105,543  gallons,  or22'42  gallons 
per  head  per  day.  The  source  of  supply  is  capable  of  yielding  360,000  gallons  per  day.  It  will  be 
seen  therefore  that  there  is  ample  margin  for  future  requirements. 

The  result  of  chemical  analysis  proves  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
purposes. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  November,  1936,  for  sanction  to  borrow 
the  necessary  money  to  construct  9-inch  and  6-inch  sewers  in  the  Derby  Road  area.  The  Ministry 
have,  however,  informed  the  Council  that  no  additional  sewers  should  be  added  to  the  sewerage 
system,  until  provision  has  been  made  for  effective  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  the  Disposal  Works. 

The  Council  have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  improving  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  sanction  to  borrow  £30,000  for 
the  construction  of  an  entirely  new  works  at  a site  near  Sides  Mill,  Clifton,  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Ashbourne.  The  new  works  would  have  the  advantage  of  eliminating  the  heavy  cost  of  pumping 
at  the  present  works. 

Since  the  end  of  the  year,  considerable  objection  having  been  made  to  the  scheme  by  the 
residents  of  Clifton  and  Mayfield,  and  by  the  Ashbourne  Rural  Council,  an  alternative  scheme  is 
being  considered. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Henmore  Brook,  which  passes  east  to  west  through  the  centre  of  the  District,  has  been 
kept  free  from  pollution  during  the  year,  by  regular  inspection  and  cleaning  of  the  course. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Only  houses  in  the  extended  parts  of  the  District,  which  is  rural  in  character,  are  not 
connected  with  the  sewers. 

When  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  borrowing  of  the  necessary  money  is 
received,  sewers  will  be  laid  in  these  areas,  thus  enabling  about  40  houses  to  be  converted  to  the 
water-carriage  system. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  premises  and  disposed  of  at  a two-cell  refuse 
destructor  ; approximately  1,300  tons  are  incinerated  annually.  Tins  are  collected  from  the  refuse 
and  pressed  and  at  the  present  time  find  a ready  market. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  tabular  statement  for  the  year  is  appended  to  this  report. 
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(1).  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


140 

230 

90 

130 

7 

60 


(2).  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  14 


(3).  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  uf  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  ol  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 


(4).  Housing  Act,  1936  Part  VI.  Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  xo 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  63 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  75 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become  over- 

crowded after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  Nil 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  question  of  the  provision  of  further  houses,  to  re- 
house persons  overcrowded  and  to  meet  normal  requirements.  There  is  still  a demand  for  the  three- 
bedroomed  non-parlour  type  of  house,  which  can  be  let  under  10/-  per  week. 
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SWIMMING-BATH. 


There  is  one  privately  owned  open-air  swimming-bath  in  the  District  which  is  open  to  the 
public.  It  is  equipped  with  filtration  plant  for  changing  the  water  every  eight  hours,  and  the  water 
has  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A British  Red  Cross  Society  Motor  Ambulance  is  garaged  and  maintained  by  the  Council 
for  use  of  non-infectious  cases.  It  covers  a radius  of  ten  miles  from  Ashbourne,  at  a charge  of  9d. 
per  mile. 

As  regards  infectious  cases,  an  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Belper  Isolation  Hospital 
to  collect  such  cases  from  the  Urban  District  at  a charge  of  1/-  per  mile  for  the  use  of  their  ambulance. 

FURTHER  SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

1.  Extensions  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

2.  More  Working-class  Dwelling-houses. 


In  conclusion,  may  I ask  if  it  is  possible  to  stay  the  hand  of  the  destroyer  and  save  the 
beauties  of  our  old-world  town,  upon  which  depend  so  greatly  the  attraction  of  visitors  to  the 
neighbourhood  and  the  success  and  reputation  which  the  town  has  enjoyed  in  the  past.  There  are 
many  ugly  places  now,  and  they  are  being  continually  added  to.  The  top  of  the  Market  Place,  once 
such  a quaint  and  artistic  setting,  is  now  disfigured  by  the  partial  destruction  of  buildings,  leaving 
walls,  some  white-washed,  some  showing  remnants  of  old  paint  and  even  paper,  two  immense 
buttresses  of  brick,  an  old  shanty  or  two,  a new  shop  built  of  new  shining  red  bricks  planted  down 
in  the  middle  of  it  all,  a number  of  shaky  advertisement  hoardings  still  further  adding  to  the  dis- 
figurement, and  the  whole  bounded  by  a brand-new  glaring  white  kerb-stone  enclosing  a black  tar- 
macadam footpath.  There  is,  too,  the  experimental  alteration  of  the  footpath  at  the  corner  of 
King  Street,  a hideous  eyesore,  and  of  no  use  whatever  as  a help  to  the  traffic.  At  the  corner  of 
Compton  and  Sturston  Road  further  destruction  has  taken  place  and  the  new  buildings  which  re- 
place the  old  cottages  are  out  of  keeping  with  their  surroundings  and  at  present  give  the  corner  a 
very  untidy  appearance.  Station  Road,  with  its  rough  wooden  hoarding  as  a fence  on  one  side, 
and  broken-down  iron  railings  on  the  other,  has  never  been  a beauty  spot,  but  the  alteration  at  the 
corner  leading  into  Station  Street,  with  the  derelict  bit  of  ground  covered  with  weeds  and  the  general 
planning  of  the  corner  make  the  place  still  more  hideous  and  remind  one  of  the  areas  of  neglected 
land  to  be  seen  in  a colliery  district  or  the  Black  Country.  Everything  that  has  been  altered  has 
been  altered  for  the  worse  and  has  been  left  apparently  half  finished.  If  these  changes  have  to  be  made, 
is  it  not  possible  to  plan  out  beforehand  a suitable  finished  scheme  which  would  add  to  the  beauty 
of  the  spot  instead  of  leaving  it  a rubbish-heap  or  a mass  of  derelict  brick-work  ? Up  to  the 
present  all  that  has  been  considered  is  the  destruction  of  something  : there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  attempt  to  replace  it  with  something  that  will  add  to  the  attractions  of  the  town.  Unfor- 
tunately the  making  of  these  changes  is  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  direct  or  personal  interest 
in  the  beauty  or  prosperity  of  Ashbourne,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  way  of  preventing  them  and 
no  right  of  appeal  against  them. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

ERNEST  A.  SADLER. 


May,  1938. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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